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Message from the President 

 

As we begin the 2025/2026 year, I want to take a moment to sincerely 

thank our outgoing Executive Members for their dedication, advocacy, 

and contributions over the past year. Their work helped strengthen our 

Local and provided vital support to our members across the University of 

Guelph - on the main campus, at Ridgetown, and throughout the research 

stations. 

  

I’m pleased to welcome our new Executive Team and I look forward to 

the important work ahead. In the coming weeks, we will identify our 

goals for the year, grounded in our shared values of transparency, equity, 

and meaningful member engagement. 

  

One of our immediate priorities is to ensure that printed copies of the 

newly-ratified Collective Agreement are made available to all members. 

Once printed, members of your Executive Team will connect with you - 

in your offices, labs, and worksites, both on and off campus - to hand 

deliver copies and speak with as many of you as possible. 

  

Looking towards the summer months, I encourage everyone to take some 

well-deserved time to rest, recharge, and unplug from work wherever 

possible. Whether it's a vacation, a staycation, or simply quiet moments 

away from screens and email, we all benefit from the chance to step back 

and care for our well-being. 

  

Thank you for your continued support and solidarity. Here's to a 

purposeful and connected year ahead. 

  

Joe Rooyakkers 

President 

OSSTF/TARA 

 

 
 

https://www.otip.com 

Why OTIP? 
 

We have been an advocate for the education community for nearly 50 years. 

• Our revenue is invested back into the community through a variety of support programs and services 

• Save up to 50% on auto insurance when you insure both your home and car through OTIP. 
 

Get personalized service and exclusive education group discounts for all your insurance needs, including home, auto 

and leisure products. Plus, get a $20 gift card of your choice when you get a quote! Calculate your rate online.  
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Meet a New Member of your Executive 
 

 
 

Stephanie Lunn is excited to join the OSSTF Executive Team as a Regional 

Representative for Ridgetown Campus. A strong believer in fairness and 

community, she’s passionate about protecting member rights and creating a 

workplace culture where everyone feels heard and supported. With a 

background in administration, love for law, mental health, and advocacy, 

Stephanie is ready to bring fresh perspective and determination to her role. 

Outside of work, she loves boating, riding her Harley, crafting, and soaking up 

nature every chance she gets. 

 

 
University Pension Plan (UPP) 

Not registered for the 

myUPP Member Portal? 

To access your pension 

information securely, sign up at 

myUPP Member Portal 

(myupp.ca) 
today using your personal email 

address as your username. 

Research Station Update 
 

 
 

 
 

Kim Jo Bliss, a community leader and lead technician at the Ontario Crops 

Research Centre – Emo, has received a King Charles III Coronation Medal 

for her work driving agricultural innovation in Northern Ontario.    

Bliss is a passionate beef and sheep farmer with deep agricultural roots and 

is the lead technician at the Emo site, helping with experiments, collecting 

data and analyzing results. The Ontario Crops Research Centre is owned by 

the Government of Ontario through its agency Agricultural Research and 

Innovation Ontario and is managed by the University of Guelph through 

the Ontario Agri-Food Innovation Alliance, a collaboration between the 

Government of Ontario and U of G.   
 

Read the full article HERE. 

 

 

Educators Financial 

Group has been offering 
financial planning and a 

wide selection of investing 

and lending products and 

services exclusively to 

education members and 
their families since 1975. 

The unique financial needs 

of the education community are best served by 

those who genuinely understand those needs. 
 

We’re owned by the Ontario Secondary School 

Teachers Federation (OSSTF/FEESO) and have 

been since the start.  
 

Where traditional financial institutions saw risk 

with clientele from the education community, we 
saw stability and the opportunity to step in and 

provide solutions to your financial challenges. 

And, we continually enhance our services to 

elevate your client experience. Whether you’re 
looking to obtain a mortgage, for investment 

advice, or financial planning, we’ll provide the 

best educator-specific options to help you reach 

your life goals. 
 

Contact us today: 

Toll free: 1.800.263.9541 

Email: info@educatorsfinancialgroup.ca 

Flexible Spending Credits  

 

We hope that you are accessing this negotiated benefit. Flexible Spending 

Credits are available to all active eligible Regular Full-Time (RFT) and 

Continuing Limited-Term (CLT) and Temporary Full-Time (TFT) Members 

hired for greater than 12 months. Examples of eligible expenses can be accessed 

via the FAQs. 
 

Health Care Spending Account (HCSA) claims may be submitted through the 

Sunlife website. 
 

Professional Development Reimbursement (PDR) claims are submitted through 

the UG Expense Claim System.  
 

Taxable Wellness Spending Account (TWSA) claims are submitted on a TWSA 

Claim Form and emailed to Sun Life at myclaims@sunlife.com. 
 

Have questions? Contact Lorraine at memberservices@d35.tara.osstf.ca. 

 

 

 

 

OSSTF/TARA 

Collective Agreement 

Wage Grid 2024-2027 

 

OSSTF/FEESO 

Don't know your Membership ID? 
 

Email GetMyMemberID@osstf.ca. 
 

For more information, visit the 

OSSTF Membership ID page. 
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UG Community Engagement  

 

In an effort to combat hunger and poverty on campus, the Central Student 

Association (CSA) Guelph Student FoodBank provides undergraduate and 

graduate UG students access to emergency food, anti-poverty resources, and 

referrals to other food security, anti-poverty and financial assistance groups.  

 

In November 2024, in a vibrant display of community spirit and solidarity, 

OSSTF/TARA, the University of Guelph Faculty Association (UGFA), United 

Steel Workers (USW) Local 4120, and Canadian Union of Public Employees 

(CUPE) 3913, presented the FoodBank with $2,000 at a co-sponsored event  

 

 

 

 

Member Check-ins 

will resume in September. 

 

We hope you will join us on the 

second Wednesday of each month 

via Teams, to get updates on events 

and union activities. Outlook 

Calendar invitations will be sent 

prior to each on-line meeting. 

 

We want to hear from you! 

Do you have a question about your 

rights, responsibilities, or Collective 

Agreement? Maybe others do too! 

If there's something you'd 

like us to discuss, send your 

questions to Laleh at 

communications@d35.tara.osstf.ca. 
 

We hope you are 

enjoying the Summer! 

 

 
 

which brought together students, staff, 

and members of the community. 

Beavertails and Lady Glaze donuts 

were enjoyed by all! 

 

The FoodBank serves hundreds of 

students each semester. For more 

information, visit them online 

(FoodBank) or contact them via email 

at foodbank@uoguelph.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 
Joe Rooyakkers, OSSTF/President presenting $2,000 

cheque to Amy Lee Chong, CSA Office Coordinator 

Upcoming Events   

 
East Kent Hot Rods for Hospice 

- September 20, 2025 on the Ridgetown Campus 
 

Ridge Runners East Kent formed this family-friendly event to 

raise money for the Chatham Kent Hospice. There will be a car 

show, 60 vendors, food trucks, live music, a soap box derby, 

kids’ activities and raffles! OSSTF/TARA is a proud sponsor and we hope to see 

you there! Visit us at https://hotrodsforhospice.ca. 

 
Looking for ways to enjoy the beauty of Summer? 

Visit the UG Arboretum! 

 

Upcoming Workshops: 

  July 25 / 1-4p.m. - Shinrin-Yoku 

  July 31 / 5-7p.m. - Art in the Arb: Preserved Inspiration 

  August 5 / 5-7p.m. - Art in the Arb: Summer Landscape 

 

 

 
Education Forum is the official 

magazine of the Ontario Secondary 

School Teachers’ Federation. 

 

If you'd like a hard copy of 

the most current issue, 

 contact Farrah at 

ediofficer@d35.tara.osstf.ca. 

 

 

Don’t forget to login and access your 

 

Register at https://www.edvantage.ca. Your EdvantagePerks Number is your 6-digit OSSTF membership ID. Having trouble finding your 

membership ID? Visit https://www.osstf.on.ca/, select the ‘member LOGIN’ link, and then select the ‘Find help in locating your Membership 

ID’ link. 
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