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Message from the President

Welcome back to a new semester! Whether you’re on the main
campus, at Ridgetown, or at one of the research stations, I hope you
had a chance to rest, recharge, and enjoy a well-deserved break over
the summer.

I want to apologize for the September 17 Member Check-in link not
working. We are rescheduling that session and will share details with
you as soon as we can. (Turns out that technology doesn’t always
cooperate with me either!)

As we start this new year, my focus is to catch up on grievances,
arbitrations, and other important matters, after taking some time off
this summer. Thank you for your patience as I get back up to speed.
I’m committed to ensuring that your concerns are heard and addressed.

Another priority will be to make printed copies of the newly-ratified
Collective Agreement available to all members. Once we have them,
we will take the opportunity to connect with as many of you as
possible by hand-delivering them to you in your offices, labs or
worksites, on or off main campus.

Most importantly, I want to recognize the hard work each of you does
every day to make the University run. Here’s to a fresh start, fewer
technical glitches, and plenty of opportunities to connect and support
one another this year.
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Y N Why OTIP?
We have been an advocate for the education community for nearly 50 years.
l | e Our revenue is invested back into the community through a variety of support programs and services

OTIP RAEQ

Get personalized service and exclusive education group discounts for all your insurance needs, including home, auto
and leisure products. Get a quote today - Calculate your rate online.

https://www.otip.com

Save up to 50% on auto insurance when you insure both your home and car through OTIP.
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Meet a Member of your Executive

Lorraine Hammond has been part of the main campus community in
administrative roles for the past 16 years, bringing a wealth of experience,
insight, and dedication to her new position.

Known for her collaborative spirit and strong commitment to member support,
Lorraine approaches her work with a simple but powerful philosophy: “How
can I help?”. She believes in listening with empathy, advocating with
integrity, and working collaboratively to find fair and thoughtful solutions.

Outside of work, Lorraine has soft-launched two young adult children into the
world and is working on the third, who isn’t far behind. She enjoys camping
in all its forms - whether it’s backpacking, backcountry canoe trips, or a bit of
glamping - as well as hiking and family game nights.

Lorraine looks forward to working closely with members and leadership to
ensure that every voice is heard and every concern is addressed with care.

Member Check-ins - Input Welcome!

We hope you will join us on the second Wednesday of each month at 12
noon via Teams, to get updates on events and union activities. The next
check-in will be on October 15.

We want to hear from you! Do you have a question about your rights,
responsibilities, or Collective Agreement? Maybe others do too!

If there's something you'd like us to discuss, send your questions to Laleh
at communications(@d35.tara.osstf.ca. Submit a question/topic of
discussion for your chance to win a $25 President's Choice gift card!

Flexible Spending Credits

We hope that you are accessing this negotiated benefit. In the coming months
(likely November), eligible members will be asked to allocate their 2026
Flexible Spending Credits to one of three accounts (descriptions/links below).
While unused balances from 2025 may be carried into 2026, balances from
2024 will not carry over, so they must be used before the end of 2025.

Flexible Spending Credits are available to all active eligible Regular Full-
Time (RFT) and Continuing Limited-Term (CLT) and Temporary Full-Time
(TFT) Members hired for greater than 12 months. Examples of eligible
expenses can be accessed via the FAQs.

Health Care Spending Account (HCSA) claims may be submitted through the
Sunlife website.

Professional Development Reimbursement (PDR) claims are submitted
through the UG Expense Claim System.

Taxable Wellness Spending Account (TWSA) claims are submitted on a
TWSA Claim Form and emailed to Sun Life at myclaims@sunlife.com.

Have questions? Contact Lorraine at memberservices@d35.tara.osstf.ca.

University Pension Plan (UPP)
Not registered for the
myUPP Member Portal?

To access your pension
information securely, sign up at
myUPP Member Portal (myupp.ca)
using your personal email address as
your username.

OSSTF/TARA
Collective Agreement
Wage Grid 2024-2027

OSSTF/FEESO
Don't know your Membership ID?

Email GetMyMemberID@osstf.ca.

For more information, visit the
OSSTF Membership ID page.

Don’t forget to login and access your

éd vantagePerks"

Register at https://www.edvantage.ca.
Your EdvantagePerks Number is your
6-digit OSSTF membership ID.
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OSSTF/TARA New Logo Contest

Calling all members! Are you artistic or have a flair for design? Our
current logo has served us well since 2012, but it's time to update and
refresh. We want your input!

Our logo should be representative of OSSTF and of all UG members in

their areas of expertise (TARA - Technical, Administrative, Research and

Agricultural) across UG regional campuses (Guelph and Ridgetown) and foru m
research stations (Alma Aquaculture, Arkell, Bradford Muck Crops, Cedar Education Forum is the official
Springs, Elora, Emo, Huron, New Liskeard, Ponsonby, Simcoe, Vineland, magazine of the Ontario Secondary

. School Teachers’ Federation.If you'd
Winchester and Woodstock). like a hard copy of the most current

Logos should be submitted in high resolution (300 dpi) PNG or JPEG format. d‘isg?f’ Cf’f:;;‘;’t Farrahit )
Submissions may include elements that are hand drawn, computer graphics cdiofficeriwddy tara.osstl.ca.
assisted, or created with the help of Al tools, as long as they are original

work.

Entries will be received until end of day on Friday, October 17 via email
to Laleh at communications@d35.tara.osstf.ca. Enter today for your chance to
win $100 in President's Choice gift cards!

Did you know?

The University agrees on a one-time only basis during the life of our Gryphons At Work
Collective Agreement (CA), to reimburse OSSTF/TARA Members at Knowledge Site (GAWKS)
seventy-five per cent (75%) of the cost of enrolment and participation in one (UG Human Resources Management

. e .. System). A 1
(1) of the programs offered under Registered Dietitian and Nutrition at the UG i};lsfz::r)latigﬁispfizg E:;se?«ﬂz

Health and Performance Centre coverage, view your pay Statements’
and more. Login HERE.

This is a negotiated benefit defined in the Letter of Agreement #3 of our CA.

Upcoming Events

\ ' ' East Kent Hot Rods for Hospice
o / & - Saturday, September 20 on Ridgetown Campus

Ridge Runners East Kent formed this family-friendly
gAST KENT HOT RODS  eyent to raise money for the Chatham Kent Hospice. There
s will be a car show, 60 vendors, food trucks, live music, a
soap box derby, kids’ activities and raffles! OSSTF/TARA is a proud
sponsor and we hope to see you there! The event will run from 8am-6pm. Educators

FINANCIAL GROUP

Educators Financial
Group has been
offering financial
planning and a wide
selection of investing
and lending products
and services
xclusively t
Tuesday, September 30 marks Orange Shirt Day, an education members §n§ chﬁefzm?hcs

occasion to honour the Indigenous children and families who since 1975. The unique financial needs of
the education community are best served

suffered through the painful experiences of the residential A
> . R by those who genuinely understand those
school system in Canada. This Orange Shirt Day, remember needs.
that every child matters and honour the survivors of residential We’re owned by the Ontario Secondary
schools and commit to improving life. School Teachers Federation
(OSSTF/FEESO).
Guelph Butter Tart Festival Contact us today:

Toll free: 1.800.263.9541

- Thursday, October 9 on Guelph Campus ree: OB 208
Email: info@educatorsfinancialgroup.ca

This event is FREE and does not require tickets
or registration. The festival will take place from
10am-6pm in the University of Guelph's University Centre.
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